The case for composting

Composting is widely seen as an environmentally responsible
alternative to burying organic waste in landfills where it
genarates methane and leachate,

The case for home composting

Home composting neither consumes the energy nor genarates
the carbon amessions required 1o transport and process material
at @ centralised site.

But is it as good as it's made out to be?

Home composting in cheap single bins only works if the material
is regularly lifted and twurned to allow oxygen into the mix,
Many households don't do this because it takes time and effort,
and it mixes old and new material. Material sits in 2 pile on
the ground where it rots and becomes smelly, This means
matenal i decomposing anaerobically - thus producing methane
and leachate.
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The case for aerobic composting
Composting makes mast sense when i1 aerobic - when oxygen is
allowed to aerate the food and garden waste,

The case for Earthmaker

The Mew Zeatand invented Earthmaker was designed &5 am efficient means
of dezposing of domestic organic wasie - “reditional thies-bin compogting,
busit gravity dees the hard work!® This patenied “contingus cycle composting’
process makes it easy 10 add new waste 81 the top while remosing mature
composd at the botteen, Ths is achmeved by holding matenal above the ground
duzing the mixing and digesiing steges. Heat generated by the decomplsiton
process draws 2@ up through 1 holes on the shekses under the matetial,
Matedial loosens 22 it spils from shelf 10 shalf,

The right tools change behaviour

Edwcation has a role, but the mosi eifective way 1o change bebaviour is to
supply equpment thal meets needs and sw1s Mestdes. Wheels birs changed
behaviour - people filled them spl Recycling bing are changing behaviour
ni#, The right tool is needed to enable aerobic composting ‘inside the gate’,
Thz Earthmaker is that 1ool. Wheel2 bins and recyeling bire heve been supplied
10 households to initiste preferred behaviour, |t should be possdble fo sspply
gerobic compostess (0 bouseholds that can make good use of them
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